
Faculty Member Contact Information 

Name: Dr. Mingshao Zhang       

Department: Mechanical Engineering     Phone Number: (618) 650-5174 

E-mail Address: mzhang@siue.edu                               Campus Box: 1806 

 

Description of the URCA Assistant Position 
This posting includes one funded position. In addition, the faculty member may be willing to mentor additional, 

unfunded students. 

 

How many unfunded students is this professor taking in addition to his/her one funded student?   

This professor will be taking 3 additional, unfunded students 
(Students, if the faculty member will have both funded and unfunded students, he or she is free to select which student receives 

the funding. Funding cannot be split up between multiple students; only one student will receive it.) 

 

Which of the following apply to this position?  

 [X] This position is only open to students who have declared a major in this discipline.  

 [   ] This project deals with social justice issues.  

 [   ] This project deals with sustainability (green) issues.  

 [   ] This project deals with human health and wellness issues.  

 

How many hours per week will your student(s) be required to work in this position?  
9. (Minimum is 6 hours per week; typical is 9.) 

 

Will it be possible for your student(s) to earn course credit?    No. 

 

Location of research/creative activities:  

Engineering Building 0013 

 

Brief description of the nature of the research/creative activity:  
First, the students need to learn the basic of developing a robotic platform for educational purposes.  

The main activities of this research project are aimed at improving the performance of thus robotics platform to 

maximize the educational outcomes. 

 

Brief description of student responsibilities: 

The desired students should have interests in general knowledge in robotics/automation.  

There is a lot of learning required in this project, due to the interdisciplinary nature of this research. 

 

URCA Assistant positions are designed to provide students with research or creative activities experience. As 

such, there should be measurable, appropriate outcome goals. What exactly should your student(s) have 

learned by the end of this experience? 

Acquired knowledge in robotics, control, and automation  

Hands-on experience in constructing and improving robotics applications 

 


